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Prep Diary Dates 
 

Friday 3 February 

 Spanish & French Listening 

and Oral Exams (Year 8) 

 Year 7 Parent/Tutor Meeting, 

Assembly Hall, 7-9pm 

Saturday 4 February 

 Parents‘ and Friends‘ Quiz 

Night 

Sunday 5 February 

 Boarders‘ Event: Scuba Diving 

Monday 6 February 

 Year 8 Trial Examinations 

 School Council meeting, 12 

noon 

 Year 7 Parent/Tutor Meeting, 

Assembly Hall, 7-9pm 

Tuesday 7 February 

 Year 8 Trial Examinations 

Wednesday 8 February 

 Year 8 Trial Examinations 

Thursday 9 February 

 Year 5 Mathematics 

Challenge, Bristol Grammar 

School, 1.45pm 

 Year 8 Young Enterprise Day, 

Assembly Hall, 9am 

Friday 10 February 

 Year 7 Parent/Tutor Meeting, 

Assembly Hall, 4-6pm 

 HALF TERM BEGINS 

 Swimming: Somerset County 

Distance events (50m), 

Millfield Senior School 

Sunday 19 February 

 Half term ends 

If you have any comments or suggestions, please contact the Editor: rachelhopping@millfieldprep.com or call 01458 837763 

Half Term 

Arrangements 
Friday 10 – Sunday 19 February 

 

Boarders:  

Boarding pupils can be collected from 

Houses at 3.45pm 

 

Day Pupils:  

Years 3, 4 & 5 

3.30pm from Martin‘s Lane 

Years 6, 7 & 8 

3.45pm from Martin‘s Lane 

 

If collecting more than one child 
please use the collection time for the 
eldest child. 

There will be no after school clubs, 
games or activities on that Friday  

 

Please remember to inform Mrs Guidi 
if you require coach travel: 

suzanneguidi@millfieldprep.com 

This week‘s ‗Picture of the Week‘ is this outstanding pastel drawing 

of a Degas ballet dancer by Alexandra Symonds-Willmott 8ACM 

Year 7 

Parent/Tutor 

Meetings 

Staff from Millfield Senior 

School will be available 

during the meetings to 

answer any questions you 

may have. 

If you have specific questions 

regarding the Learning 

Support provision at Millfield 

Senior School, please contact 

Jacqui Clarke, Head of 

Learning Support, via 

jhc@millfieldschool.com to 

arrange a meeting. 

IMPORTANT:  

Note about Absentees 
Please could parents ring in every 

morning that their child is off sick. This 

will help with the registration process 

and will ensure that we know where 

each pupil is at all times. 

Thank you, School Office 

Read more about this initiative on Page 3 

      For parents with younger  

    children, you might like to know 

   that there are currently places  

  available for our Monday morning 

 Millfield Minis sessions, for toddlers aged 

 1-2½. Come along with your little one and 

 enjoy an hour and a half of messy play, 

musical activities, forest school fun, painting, 

water, dance, songs, stories and much more. 

Friends and family with toddlers are also 

welcome to join. 

Mondays*, 10-11.30 am, just £4 per session, 

payable half-termly in advance. 

* Wednesday and Thursday morning sessions are 

currently full but places will be available from September. 

During term time, there are our Millfield Minis Clubs, offering 

Minis Tennis, Swimming and Trampolining, costing from just 

£4 per session. 

To find out more, go to: millfieldprep.com/millfieldminis  

See what our Minis have been up to this week on Page 10! 

COATS! 
Given the bitterly cold weather we are experiencing, please insist that 

your children wear their coats during break times. We have a number 

of pupils suffering with colds and coughs who have been seen without 

coats outside. Thank you, Millfield Prep Surgery  

Our sincere apologies to 
Seren Lomax, who‘s name 
was spelt incorrectly in last 
week‘s issue. Seren is Head 
of Danes games house, 
along with Miles Letchford. 

mailto:suzanneguidi@millfieldprep.com
mailto:jhc@millfieldschool.com
http://www.millfieldprep.com/millfieldminis
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Not a roast swan, a surfeit of lamphreys, nor a flagon of mead in sight! 
However, the enthusiastic historians pictured here carried out research 
and then cooked a medieval recipe this week. Something akin to a 
savoury pancake containing cheese and ginger was concocted and 
quickly consumed. Strange, but rather tasty. 

Mr Coates 

History Club 

Congratulations to the winners of the Effort and Attainment Awards at 
the end of the Autumn Term. The aim going forward is to highlight 
these in the final Newsletter of each term. 

 

Form Effort   Attainment 

3KLC  Max Hurley                   Sam Raad 

3MCJ  Charlotte Taylor              Emily Bradshaw 

4MLB   Maria Elliott                      Vinnie Gillespie 

4PBH    Izaak Salmon-Brown          Eleanor Radford 

4VAS   Noah Lindsell-Hollings     Finn McNulty 

5CJE    Flo Norris                            Guillaume Wilson 

5JMC   Oscar Plant                      Rory Nicholson 

5HPA   Isabel Brufal de Melgarejo    Luca Jumabhoy 

6AGD Joe Bridgman Katie Maddock  

6DEH Sam Young Katherine Warwick  

6JMF Nathalia Herrera Sifontes Sophie Jarrett  

6STH Harriet Lillis Isabelle Barber  

6SAL Joe Jackson Katie-May Parsons 

7JDB Lauren Dolan Luka Honobe 

7SJE Marcus Vevey Oliver Smith 

7MCL Nicholas Laws Cicely Newton  

7SUD Radostina Yovkova Zoe Jumabhoy 

7SUD Rory Davies  

7ECS India Marsh Ellie Crispin 

7EIS Harrison Reed Megan Douglas 

7GHC Rosie Smith Katie Tilke 

7GCR Samy Saldivia Araujo Eleanor Lloyd 

7DMS Amy Rumney Gaby Sexton 

7DMS Fenella Rice 

8ACM Tim Kiehl Stasi Knight 

8ANH Daniel Chapman Gregor Abercromby 

8CLC Edward Anderson Sean Clement 

8CMB Lavrenty Zakharov Bethan Plant 

8DSH Alastair Crossley Adam Brown 

8JME Alex Jobbins Sammy Coates 

8MCC Philippa Deacon Helena Richman 

8NPW Katie Robinson Alistair Sanford 

8PLW Clare Southon Charli Breeze 

8PTM Lydia Parkinson Anna Glaser 

8ROM Ellie Brittain Robin Everitt 

Effort and Attainment Awards 

On Monday, 
Rosie Smith, 
Nick Laws and 
Louis Barker 
joined climbers 
from Millfield 
Senior School as 
part of the Millfield 
team for the 
Bristol Schools‘ 
Climbing 
Competition. 
This  takes place 
at Undercover 
Rock, a climbing 
centre in St. 
Warburg‘s church. 
They all had an 
enjoyable day and 
their efforts were 
rewarded with a 
creditable third 
place for the team. 

Bristol Climbing Competition 

Dr and Mrs Sharp came in to talk to our School Council earlier this 
week.  They had visited Ethiopia at the end of last year and wanted to 
give the children an update on where our donation of £1,000 would be 
spent.  Dr and Mrs Sharp told the children about two projects where 
the money could be spent – on a kitchen vegetable garden in a school 
or on a community water project.  The children decided unanimously 
that their money should be spent on a safe water project, enabling 
local people to access water free from contamination and making the 
task of collecting water far easier.   

Mrs Bruce 

Ethiopia Update 

If you missed out on ordering the DVD of the production, please email 
Mr Boyd at jdb@millfieldprep.com as soon as possible and he will 
place an additional order. 

Snow White DVD 

mailto:jdb@millfieldprep.com
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Dear Parent, 

Do you ever feel that your children know more about online 

technologies than you do? 

You’re not alone. The Internet and online technologies are an important 

part of children‘s lives at home and school, providing great opportunities for 

learning, communicating, playing and creating. As we know, these 

technologies create huge opportunities for us all; however, they can 

sometimes be a bit overwhelming and present challenges to keeping your 

family safe online. 

Safer Internet Day (SID) is an annual event to promote the safe and 

responsible use of technology among children and young people. The 

focus of SID 2012 is ‗connecting generations‘. It aims to encourage 

families to explore online technologies together. SID 2012 will be taking 

place on Tuesday 7 February with activities across the UK and beyond 

which we would like you to be a part of. 

The Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) is the 

UK‘s national centre dedicated to protecting children from harm both online 

and offline. CEOP’s Thinkuknow education initiative aims to empower 

children and young people to enjoy online technologies safely. Each 

year CEOP celebrates SID to highlight the importance of educating children 

and young people about their online safety. 

 

 

 

It is just as important to be involved in your children‘s‘ life online, than it is 

offline. Just as you would ask about their friends at school or the clubs they 

go to, you should use this approach with the people they meet online – ask 

the same questions and show the same interest.   

To help get you started, CEOP are releasing the ‗Parents’ and Carers’ 

Guide to the Internet‘ - a short, entertaining TV-style programme looking 

at what it‘s like to bring up children in the online world. The programme will 

help you to: 

stay up-to-date with the technology your children are using; 

understand steps you can take to keep your children safe 

online; and 

know what action to take and where to seek further support 

if things go wrong. 

Visit www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents on Tuesday 7 February. From this 

day, you will be able to view the ‗Parents’ and Carers’ Guide to the 

Internet‘ and have access to information and guidance on how to keep 

your family safe online.  

Millfield Prep  Moturiki District School Letter Exchange    

Pupils in Mrs Driscoll‘s Year 7 English class have begun a letter 
exchange with children on the small island of Moturiki in Fiji.  

Master Mika (Headmaster) and the children of Moturiki District School 
are incredibly flattered and very excited about the prospect of children 
from England wanting to hear about their lives in Fiji.   

Year 7 have written their first letters and are now anxiously awaiting 
the replies and photos of their new pen friends. As a rugby-mad 
nation, this topic was the focal point for the majority of the boys in their 
letters; they also went on to ask about their daily lives and the children 
are very keen to learn the cultural differences between the two 
countries set thousands of miles apart.  

Let‘s hope the exchange continues into the future and, who knows, a 
school trip to Fiji might be in order?  

From Somerset to the South Pacific! 

The Etherington Brothers will be at Millfield Prep on  

Thursday 9 February 

The Etherington Brothers encourage creative free-thinking in children 
through the medium of comic art and story telling. 

There is still time to order your own copy of their book for  

them to sign! (£9.99 each) 

Please contact Vicky Hayes in the Library at vih@millfieldprep.com 

The Etherington Brothers are Coming! 

Year 7 Production: ‘The Time Fiddler’ 
Rehearsals Week beginning 6 February: Please learn all lines by the end of half-term. 

Tuesday  

5.30-6.00pm, Assembly Hall Herbert, June, Eloise, Herbie, Phileas, Hoodies 

6.00-6.30pm, Assembly Hall Battle of Hastings, Lauren Dolan & Phoebe Cuthbertson-Smith, 

 Stunt  

Thursday  

5.00-5.30pm, Assembly Hall JDB    Phileas, Herbie, Eloise, Herbert & June, The Hoodies  

5.30- 6.00pm, Assembly Hall JDB The Great Fire of London 

6.00-6.30pm, Assembly Hall JDB The Tragedy of the Titanic  

5.30-6.00pm, Recital Hall SAL The Charge of the Light Brigade 

6.00-6.30pm, Recital Hall SAL The Great Fire of London 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents
mailto:vih@millfieldprep.com
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Chess 

Arthur Grob's great 
grandfather, Henri, was a 
very famous chess player 
who was the Swiss number 
one. Probably his most 
famous victory came against 
Salo Flohr, who reached the 
Final of the World 
Championship. What did 
Henri Grob (Black) play in 
this position that forced his 
illustrious opponent into an 
immediate resignation? 

Answer at the bottom of 
Page 5. 

Mr Turner  

Calling all Dads! 
Millfield Prep Parents’ and 

Friends’ v Butleigh RFC 
Sunday 12 February 2012 

Kingweston Park  

Midday KO 

Family BBQ at the Barton Inn afterwards 

ALL WELCOME! 

All Dads interested in playing contact Parents’ & Friends’  

Gabrielle: TGTF_owen@btinternet.com 

Leonie: lcfs@hotmail.co.uk,  

Mr English: CJE@millfieldprep.com 

Mr James: MCJ@millfieldprep.com 

The Barton Inn, Main St, Barton St David, Somerton,  

Somerset TA11 6BZ 

Congratulations to Mr Ben 
Kench, guitar teacher, and his 

wife, who welcomed their new 

baby girl into the world at 

4.15am on Tuesday 31 January. 

Best wishes from all of us at 

Millfield Prep! 

Don’t forget the Parents’ and Friends’ Quiz Night on  

Saturday 4 February 7.30pm for 8pm and the Six Nations England 

v Wales screening on Saturday 25 February, 3pm for 4pm KO,  

Prep Assembly Hall 

Contact Gabrielle for more details: TGTF_owen@btinternet.com 

mailto:TGTF_owen@btinternet.com
mailto:lcfs@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:CJE@millfieldprep.com
mailto:MCJ@millfieldprep.com
mailto:TGTF_owen@btinternet.com
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FOOTBALL 
Congratulations to the following boys, 
who have been selected to play for the 
South West ISFA District U13 football 
team at the Repton Festival in April, 
against the other 10 districts in the 
country. James Clare, Alex Eckland, 

Edward Harris. 

JUNIOR FOOTBALL 
The U11A team found themselves 1-2 
down at half-time in their match at 
Selwood Middle School, Frome. 
However, a superb display of attacking 
football in the second-half saw Millfield 
Prep eventually triumph 6-2. Striker 
Sam Young proved a real handful for 
the home defence, bagging four goals, 
while pick of the defence was Kasey 
Aldridge who made a number of very 
timely tackles and clearances. Very well 
done to the whole team. 

The U10A team made it three wins out 
of three on consecutive Wednesdays 
with a good all-round display to defeat 
Port Regis 4-0. Player-of-the-Match on 
this occasion was Will Smeed who 
worked tirelessly in midfield and also 
found time to score an opportunist goal 
from around 30 yards. 

The U10B side found it tough going 
against their Port Regis counterparts 
and went down 0-3. Everyone tried their 
very best but credit, in particular, to the 
goalkeepers in each half, Finlay Hunt 

and Bertie Howard-Higgins. 

Mr Chris Twort 

CRICKET 
The U13 Girls‘ team played some great 
indoor cricket to get through the 
Preliminary Round of the County 
Competition and now compete in the 
County Finals in Taunton on Monday 
27th February. We defeated hosts 
Hazlegrove by 25 runs and All Hallows 
rather more comfortably by 87 runs. 

MPS Squad - Emily Bayliss (Capt.), 
Georgie McTear, Emma Bedford, Stasi 
Knight, Emily James, Roxy Gillespie, 
Georgia Dimdore-Miles, Lucia Spencer, 
Lauren Dolan, Grace Stableford. 

Mr Twort 

NETBALL 
Wednesday 1 February 

U13A won 27-8 v Perrott Hill 

U13B won 24-4 v Perrott Hill 

U11B won 12-2 v Perrott Hill 

U9A lost 2-6 v Port Regis 

U9B lost 1-4 Port Regis 

U8A won 3-0 Port Regis 

BOYS HOCKEY 
Wednesday 1 February 

1st XI won 3-0 v Wellington 

U13B XI won 2-1 v Wellington B XI 

U12A XI won 3-0 v Millfield U14B 

U12 B XI won 3-0 v Wells U12A XI 

 

NETBALL 

Chess Puzzle Answer: Qd7-b5 and Flohr could find no adequate answer to the threat of Qb5-f1 checkmate.  

The U11, U12 and U13 A Netball Squads travelled to the University of Bath to watch Team Bath play 
Northern Thunder. It was a fantastic game to watch, though unfortunately Team Bath lost 45-55, but the 
girls all learnt a lot from the experience. It will be shown on Sky Sports 4 on Thursday at 7pm. 

Thank you to Mrs Rawlings, Mrs Morgan-Hughes and Mrs Hughes for accompanying the girls with me. 

Mrs Collins 

NOTICE 

Please note that the School Shop is now selling Millfield Hoodies. These are not on the core clothing 
list, though it has been agreed that pupils may wear these during training. However, they are not 
permitted to wear hoodies on match days. On all ‗representative‘ occasions the School fleece should 
be worn. Many thanks, Mr Morgan-Hughes 

The U11A Netball Team travelled to Badminton 

School to play in their annual tournament. 

In freezing conditions and biting winds, the girls 
managed to defeat Clifton High, Colston 
Collegiate, Red Maids, Sefton Park, The Downs 
and Richard Pate, scoring a total of 47 goals (one 
goal was scored just inside the "D" – great goal 

Isabelle Barber.) 

The defence worked extremely hard, only letting 
in 2 goals in the group games. Well done 
to Talullah Bartlett, Eugènie Spencer, Alice 

Gray and Emma Costigan. 

In the semi-finals, Millfield Prep played Clifton 
College. Amber McCormick and Serena Owen 

played brilliantly in the semis linking well with 
Juliet Grogan Poulsen and Isabelle Barber who 
both scored some wonderful goals. 

Unfortunately, Serena had a very nasty fall in the 
semi‘s and missed out on playing in the final. 

Luckily, Emma Costigan stepped in to play 
centre. After displaying some fabulous netball, the 
girls won 5-1, making them winners of the 
Badminton Tournament. 

Congratulations girls, on working well as a team 
and well done to the parents for keeping us all 
warm! 

Mrs Morgan-Hughes 

Millfield Prep Tournament: The U12‘s battled against arctic conditions to win all their group matches. They were severely affected by the cold 
but beat Taunton by four goals in the semi -final. Exeter were their opponents in the final which needed extra time to decide the winner. They 
eventually pulled ahead and won by two goals. It was not their best technical performance but they showed strength of character to come from 
behind to win.—Mrs Rawlings 
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Chris Robshaw, New England Rugby Captain and Ex-Millfield Prep Star 

It was a proud moment for Millfield Prep and 
Millfield Senior School this week when Chris 
Robshaw was chosen to captain the England 
rugby team during the first two games of the 
2012 Six Nations.  

Chris arrived at Millfield Prep in 1996 as a Year 
6 pupil and continued through the School, 
leaving Millfield with 3 A-levels in 2004. 

 ―Chris was totally dedicated to his rugby 
whether it was in training or in our matches. He 
always led by example and gave nothing less 
than 100% effort‖ said Mr Dave Hill, Chris‘s 
coach here at Millfield Prep. 

―He was absolutely fearless. He was always the 
first at the breakdown and he never missed a 
tackle. From an early age he quickly 
established himself as a player of immense 
promise.‖ 

Five other former Preparatory pupils, currently 
Millfield Senior School players, will be hoping to 
emulate Chris by playing international rugby in 
the near future. 

Tom Bellak and James Bloxham both played for 
England U18s against Wales recently, with Max 
Northcote-Green and Tom Ellis hoping to join 
their schoolmates, while Robbie Tait eyes 
selection for Scotland in the same age group. 

 

Chris Robshaw: 

His Millfield Prep History 

Some of Chris‘s former Prep teachers and 
sports coaches, share their fond memories: 

Brian West, British Lions and former 1st team 
coach and Director of Sport, Millfield Prep 
notes, ―I remember Chris as a huge U13 centre, 
who was ferocious in the tackle and devastating 
with the ball in hand. Typically a mature 13 year 
old who ruined the game (at least for the 
opposition). He always wanted to play in the 
forwards but playing in the centre was good for 
his development. He went on to play prop at 
Millfield Senior School.‖ 

Mr Simon Wynn recalls, ―As a Year 6 his rugby 
prowess was obvious and I coached him in his 
first year of 15-a-side rugby as a Year 7 pupil, 
when he was in the Under 12 XV in 1997. That 
side was very successful, winning 11 out of 12 
matches and a sevens tournament at 
Wellington. 

Chris played at No. 8 or as a flanker and was 
captain of the team. He did indeed lead by 

example. During that 
season he scored more 
than 15 tries – more than 
any other player.   

In a tight match against 
Clifton he took 
responsibility to call a line 
out move that we had only 
just begun to learn and it 
came off perfectly to result 
in a match-winning try. 

He was also a good 
hockey player and athlete, 
though a ‗rustic‘ cricketer.‖ 

Mrs Shayler recalls her 
time teaching Chris at 
Millfield Senior School. 
―He was a super boy. I 
taught him GCSE Biology 
at the Senior School and 
ironically, in my class, he 
sat beside Oli Morgan 
another England rugby 
player and they were both 
extremely hard working.‖ 

Mr and Mrs Evans remember him well as 
they were his long-suffering house parents 
during his time here. From the moment he 
walked into the house as a Year 6, Mr Evans 
knew he was a leader. He led his friends in 
the annual water fight and paintball fights, 
which of course, they won. ―He was an 
animal!‖ declares Mr Evans. 

Chris and his ‗artful dodger‘ friend Henry 
Sands, drove Mr and Mrs Evans ―to insanity‖ 
on many occasions, as they never knew what 
they would get up to next. There was the quick 
trip up to the top of Glastonbury Tor, thinking 
that no-one would ever know and of course, 
the cheeky visit to the girls‘ boarding house... 
Henry was the smoother of the two 
apparently, but Chris no doubt enjoyed their 
adventures! 

Mr Evans was honoured to be presented with 
Chris‘s first England international shirt—
currently hanging in Champion House (and 
still covered in mud from the game). 

Although rugby was his first love, Chris knew 
that he had to work hard to achieve 
academically. This he did, as Mr Evans recalls 
seeing his work space covered in hundreds of 
yellow Post-It notes, helping him with his 
studies.  

U12 girls won the 2nd round of the County Cup 
easily against Norton Hill School 10-0. 

A superb performance by Amy Rumney, Lauren 
Dolan and Grace Stableford ensured that there 
were plenty of goals and all the other players had 
a good crack at scoring. Phoebe Cuthbertson-
Smith, Kate Sikorska and Celeste Sifontes all 
did well as did Samy Saldivia Araujo in defence 
and Octavia Elliot. Poor Lottie Dunning in goal 
froze as it was so cold. Results:  

U13A v Crispin won 5-4 in a super nail biter. 

U12A v Crispin won 5-2 

CROSS COUNTRY 

Mendip Junior School Cross 

Country League 

Well done to all the children from 
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 who took part in 
the 3rd round of the league at Millfield 
Prep School on Tuesday. Full results 
will be in the newsletter next week. 

HOCKEY 
Please note: The U10A and B games 
that were due to be played at Clifton 
on Saturday 4 February will now be 

played at home starting at 1.00pm. 

TENNIS 

Luke Hammond was awarded the Warwickshire 
Junior Player of the Year award for 2011. The 

awards ceremony was held at the Birmingham 
Botanical Gardens last Friday. He was nominated 
by his club, The Edgbaston Priory Club, and 
received his award from former Wimbledon 
champion, and joint club member, Ann Jones. He 
received the award because of his outstanding 
year, playing for Great Britain, finishing the rankings 
as No1 in Great Britain at U12 level, and for the 
national titles - National Clay Court Champion, 
singles and doubles, Great Britain Junior Champion 
- singles and doubles and of course National 
Schools Champion with Millfield Prep. 5 national 
titles in all. Well done Luke! 

Fact File 

 Arrived 1996, Year 6 

 Saxons Games House 

 U11 striker in Mr Twort‘s football team, 

Spring 1997 

 “I remember him scoring the winning 
goal in stoppage time against my old 
school (Milton Junior from Weston-
super-Mare) with a fantastic overhead 
bicycle kick!” 

 Hillside Boarding House in 1999 

 Appointed Head of Hillside Boarding 

House in 1999 

 Captain of U13A rugby team 

 Centre midfield for 1st XI hockey team 

 Won Year 8 Hockey prize on Open Day 

 “I tried to turn him into a hockey player!” 
- Mr Morgan-Hughes 

 Mrs Garland-Jones tutored Chris and 

was his Head of Year for a time 

 Mr Close was Head of Year 8 in 1999 

and taught him history 

FOOTBALL 
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Friday 10 February No after-school activities, crèche or late club - half-term 

Monday 26 March 2.00 pm Swimming Gala for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 – no activities 

Thursday 29 March  After-school activities, crèche and late club finish for the Spring Term 

Music at Millfield Senior School 

We have been invited by Julian Jensen, Director 
of Music at Millfield, to spend the morning in 
the Music Department. Each child will have a 
percussion instrument and there will be rhythm 
games to play. The children will learn a little beat to go with 
The Sabre Dance. After a break for a snack there will be time 
to look at and play all the different percussion instruments 
followed by a performance put together by the Millfield and 
Pre-Prep pupils! The performance will be recorded and put 
on the website for the children and parents to download. 
What an amazing morning! 

Explore Day  
7 February 2012 
We have a day packed with 
outdoor activities for our 
second Explore Day of the 
academic year. All children 
will need 
waterproof 
clothing, 
wellingtons, hats, 
scarves, gloves and 
extra socks. We 
will be working 
outside all day 
unless the weather is 
particularly bad, so 
additional clothing is vitally 
important.  

The children will be grouped 
into five mixed age working 
groups – Pre-School to Year 2 

– the groups are named after 
familiar trees – holly, oak, 
horse chestnut, hawthorn 
and beech. Activities include 
making nesting boxes, 
planting a hazel hedge, 
building a willow den, 

creating natural 
mobiles and 
designing and 
making bug homes. 

We will be working 
in ‘Orchard Mews’ 
an orchard behind 

St. Andrew’s Chapel which 
we aim to develop as an 
outdoor learning area for use 
by both the Pre-Prep and the 
rest of the School. In the long 
term, we plan to have a 
bread oven, compost toilet 
and outdoor classroom. 

Stone Age Somerset 

Following our wonderful 
visit to Cheddar Caves, 
Year 1 have been doing 
some exciting work in 
the classroom. As part of 
our science topic of 
‘materials and their 
properties’ we have 
looked at the natural 
materials that would 
have been available. We 
have collected a range of 
items from the woods to 
decorate 3D caves.   
Please come and see our own Cheddar Caves! 

Tadpoles and Mini swimming 

Each Friday after lunch the Pre-School Tadpoles and Millfield 
Minis have a swimming session in our pool. Chantal Collins 
and Tom Francis, both Prep School staff, are there to make 
sure that everyone has lots of fun! 

Welcome to Victoria Baughan 
who has joined Pre-School and 
to Flora Loxton Dally who 
joined Reception this week. 
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    This week the Minis got active, moving and a grooving to  
   well known songs and nursery rhymes. They also got  
  creative making props to use during the songs. 

   Next week, our Minis will get the chance to become   
  Masterchefs for the morning, stirring and mixing to create 
 something delicious to take home. 

After half term, our exciting programme continues with sessions including Mini 
Sensory, where the children discover the world through their five senses. Mini 
Gym, an action packed morning where they will get to jump, crawl, climb, roll 
and tumble and Mini Explorers, where they will have lots of fun in the forest, 
whatever the weather, playing games, singing songs and eating snacks prepared 
in our own clay oven.   

Liquorice and 
Allsorts 

Our new school 
rabbits are 
continuing to enjoy 
lots of love and 
attention from 
everyone in the  
Pre-Prep. 

Wamba Community Trust 

We have a received a thank you letter 
from Claire Muir, Wamba Community 
Trust, “I would like to send my thanks 
and appreciation to the children, 
parents and staff at the Pre-Prep for 
their efforts in raising funds for my 
charity. I am visiting Wamba in a few 
weeks with 13 young people from 
Berkhamstead and we will be visiting 
all the projects that we support and the 
eight girls we currently sponsor to go 
to secondary school. We will be 
painting pictures on the walls of the 
school and buying books and other 
educational resources. Many thanks 
once again for your support.” 

www.wambacommunitytrust.co.uk 


